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said Tom; and began breaking the tenth command-
ment over almost every article he touched; for every-
thing was first-rate of its kind.

"Yon seem to have devoted money, as well as
thought, plentifully to the pursuit."

" I have little else to which to devote either; and
more of both than is, perhaps, safe for me."

"I should hardly complain of a superfluity of
thought, if superfluity of money was the condition of
it."

"Pray understand me. I am no Dives; but I
have learned to want so little, that I hardly know
how to spend the little which I have."

" I should hardly have called that an unsafe state."

"The penniless Faquir who lives on chance hand-
fuls of rice has his dangers, as well as the rich Parsee
who has his ventures out from Madagascar to Canton.
Yes, I have often envied the schemer, the man of
business, almost the man of pleasure; their many
wants at least absorb them in outward objects, instead
of leaving them too easily satisfied, to sink in upon
themselves, and waste away in useless dreams."

"You found out the best cure for that malady
when you took up the microscope and the collecting-
box."

" So I fancied once. I took up natural history in
India years ago to drive away thought, as other men
might take to opium, or to brandy-pawnee: but, like
them, it has become a passion now and a tyranny ;
and I go on hunting, discovering, wondering, craving